Guide to Upgrading
Your OpenCart store
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Welcome




Currently, OpenCart does not have a one

outton update mechanism so updating your store

actually consists of 5 important things you need to

consider.

Keeping store design or starting fresh

Your store extensions
Managing modifications
Managing third party shipping & payment gateways

Migrating your data



STORE
THEME

Do you want to keep
your current store theme?




Your store theme design is one of the important aspects
of your online presence. Since you would like to upgdate your store
now its the perfect time to decide whether you want to keep your store
design, use the default theme or go custom.

There are 3 options to consider here:

Use a custom theme

Use the default OpenCart Theme

Create an unique store design




Default OpenCart 2.x theme

Desktops Laptops & Notebooks Components Tablets Software Phones & PDAs Cameras MFP3 Players
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The default OpenCart theme looks quite
universal and can be easily customized. It is free
and compatible with all extensions, shipping
methods and whatever you want to put on.

@ Free

@ Compatible with third party modules

@ Great to start and work with

@ Easy to customize and build upon



Custom Theme
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Custom themes look very polished. They often
offer many customization options and make your
store look more refined. Usually themes also offer

different theme options which are pre-defined

store layouts.

@ Cost between $10 - $99

@ Look great and quite modern

@ Easy to start with. Store should be
resembling the theme layout

@ Have plenty of extra functions



Custom Design Custom desigh makes your store stand out. It
‘ gives you the flexibility to create exactly what you

want and lay out things the way you want.
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Cost varies

Looks the way you want

(+) Full flexibility

@ Everything can be built and
structured as you wish
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You are probably wondering, can't | just keep my
current design?

The answer to this is, it depends. If you are coming from OpencCart
1.4.x or 2.x and want to update all the way to the newest version
then you would need to consider some of the options above.

‘ Still if you are running OpencCart 2.x and want to update to a
later version of OpenCart 2, then its best if you reach out for a quote
to your development company of choice.



MODULES

Do you have any
third party modules?




Modules are extensions that you install on your store in order to enhance
your store's performance. It is important for the development team to know
what modules you have in your store. To view the list of your modules

go to Admin/Extensions/Modules. Screenshot this page. QU’
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Now that you have all this information in front of you, you will need
to determine if you would be using all of these modules in your new store.
Once you have made up your mind make sure that the modules you were using
have a version that is compatible with the OpenCart you want to upgrade to.

So to break things up once again.




MODIFICATIONS

Do you have any
store modifications?




Modifications are a way for the developers to make changes to your store
without modifying the core files. We will not dive deep here, but most common
modifications are done either in vQmod or ocmod. OCMOD is used only in
OpencCart 2.x, while vQmod is used in all OpenCart versions.

Alternatively, you can log in via (S)FTP to your server and inspect the vgqmod/xml
folder

lnl Take a snapshot of the modifications



Just as we did with the modules, make sure to see which modifications you
would need/use in your new store. See if they are compatible to the OpenCart
version you plan to upgrade to. If you can't find them just refer them with a
screenshot on your site.

VZITIOO A 2 WRINEN  yowiy Created, Edited and Inactive vOimod Files
First ol ab you mieid 03 iASEal vomad ¥ 5o awir]

Farr e ife an wimod 244 what £ doas vat v

Fill out the form below with yo

Fir Gigrppy=dény i Spmrinly
W i i S0 0 Siper 14T kol Tint -
Pl o vdare dip el ol a0 el ol B Dol g bl

Fikemname:

Ervmilnmd Flms salb Epasea
Title: | i 1-0 =5 2B P Eipm 131D vl Sialer Gae 108 3513 21168
= L T e T TS T T F -

File ¥ersan:
i 3.0 #i i34 e D Bad 15k JGa L FRdd
an: Aidabegede: wnod Sigs

WO e

._ Active wmod Fibes

Aurthor;

Path o Fileneamie;

1 i
Ophim=a Prea Lipdsle Eedas
11 - - .58 4.07 ki Tl
Ll al ]

ﬁ.l":!-.l.-'_'-.lr-l'.r
e - - medad Sidw: 150 Nl Jaln
o Bl

Il dedre D &l
o . iz 3.4.% S EX AN kb Cans: Oac I59vh 308§ 3E081

L St [ LrRE R R ] -]




SHIPPING AND
PAYMENT
GATEWAYS

What payment and
shipping gateways are
you using?




Payment gateways and shipping methods are the essence of every business.
What you need to do here is essentially the same as with the modules. See which
payment methods are enabled and see if they are compatible with the

version you want to update to. Snapshot them. 10’

Shipping Methods Payment Methods

( I p pl ng Home / Shipping /aym e' ntS Hon

me /[ Payments

= Shipping List

i= Payment List

Shipping Method Payment Method

Australia Post

Amazon Payments

Citylink Authorize.Net (AIM)

Fedex Authorize.Net (SIM)

Flat Rate Bank Transfer
Free Shipping isi BluePay Hosted Form

Per Item is BluePay Redirect (Requires SSL)

‘arcelforce 48 Cheque / Money Order




MIGRATION

Do you want all store info
migrated for you?




Last but not least we want to talk about your store information. Since this is a guide for
migration we assume that you have plenty of products, categories, customers,
manufacturers that you want to preserve. It would be useful if you know of any non-
default OpenCart fields in the database (its not necessary that you have any).

We always use a tool called ExcelPort for porting data

é) Get ExcelPort at: https://isenselabs.com/products/view/excelport-full-product-data-excel-export-import




To Sum Up:

e Decide whether you want a custom theme, design or go
with the default one

e List the modules you want to upload

e List the shipping and payment gateways you want to enable

e Do you want us to migrate your store information

e Last but not least make sure to specify which version you

want to migrate from and to

e Bonus: Your PHP version should be 5.4+
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Thank You!

Communication should always be HOT.
That is, honest, open, and two-way. (Dan Oswald).

617 600 6661
or email us at
sales@isenselabs.com



